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another increment of force added to the irenic movement of the 
present day. 



Galusha Anderson. 



The University of Chicago. 



Christian Life in Germany. By E. F. Williams, D.D., west- 
ern editor of The Congregationalist. Chicago: Revell Co. 
Pp. 320. Si. 50. 

Not a few authors have essayed to interpret German life. Among 
these may be mentioned Wilhelm Baur, Loring Brace, Gostwick, Hart, 
Julian Hawthorne, Hedge, Heine, Howitt, Hundeshagen, Lichten- 
berger, Madame de Stael, Matheson, Mackay, Marshall, Miiller, Schmidt, 
Stroehlin, the unknown author of Religious Thought in Germany, 
Schaff, and Wiggers. None, however, quite touched Dr. Williams' 
distinctive province. He has sketched, the salient features of the pecu- 
liar complex known as Christian life in the German church and govern- 
ment and in German society. 

There was need of a book to touch the various points of the 
circle of which the works of the writers named above formed arcs. 
There was room for one, preferably not a German, who should present 
the practical activities of German Christianity. English-speaking 
Christians have generally assumed a Philistine attitude of superiority 
to their German brethren. Hence Dr. Williams has given us a work 
complemental, not supplementary, to those of his forerunners; not 
theoretical, but invaluably practical. 

Without attempting to describe Christless Germany, to emphasize 
the effect of critical study on the Faith, or to say much about the rela- 
tions between church and state, but assuming that allowance will be 
made for the difficulties under which German Protestantism labors and 
for the sad fact that it must render final report and ultimate appeal, 
not unto Christ, but to Csesar, Dr. Williams observed personally and 
studied the worker's own report. He intended to state the condition 
of the Protestant communions, describe their spiritual standing, and 
supply the latest data for judgment as to their future. He first describes 
some of the methods for training the German to service, the descrip- 
tion involving a statement of the manner in which the autocratic, bel- 
licose temper of the ruling classes affects the activity of Christianity. 
Missions are then enlisted to indicate the spiritual status of the Lutheran 
and Presbyterian (or Reformed) communions, by showing their Chris- 
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tian endeavor for heathen at home and abroad. Third comes a spe- 
cific presentation of the forces in home-missions and of their training. 
Finally the new Germany of 1860-95 is sketched in its moral and 
social environments, and with particular regard to their bearing upon 
the outlook. 

Dr. Williams views Germany through German spectacles, but with 
American eyes. His standpoint is that of sympathetic justice, teach- 
able tolerance, and uncensorious vision. He demonstrates that Ger- 
man Christianity cannot be judged by Anglo-American standards. 
Many misapprehensions are removed. There are dark and dangerous 
clouds in the German sky, but it is a clearing sky. A keen sense of 
relative values appears in the proportion allowed the industrial, intel- 
lectual, and social environments of Teutonic Christianity. The his- 
toric instinct is strong, and richly accentuates the development of 
several great religious facts and influential spiritual forces. The 
cyclopedic scope of the book makes it encyclopedic in the best sense. 
The author leaves the reader to draw his own conclusions. He is not 
a judge, summing up the evidence, but an impartial witness, offering 
testimony. He leads us to marvel at the myriad activities of the inner 
or home-missions, which anticipated and rendered superfluous the Sal- 
vation Army. Such knowledge must make for fellowship between 
American and German Protestants. Accordingly the book does not 
merely make a positive contribution to our literature relating to Ger- 
many, though in its field it will long remain the first authority; it will 
in a fashion of its own serve as a missionary. What Bryce accom- 
plished for the American commonwealth Dr. Williams achieves for 
Christian life in Germany. 

Frederic Perrv Noble. 

Chicago. 



The Transfiguring of the Cross; or, the Trial and Triumph 
of the Son of Man. By Theophilus P. Sawin, D.D., 
Minister of the First Church of Troy. Troy, N. Y.: 
Brewster & Packard, 1896. 

We have in this volume nine sermons purporting to be an exposi- 
tion of the eighteenth and nineteenth chapters of the fourth gospel. 
While these discourses are thoughtful and in style generally forceful, 
they lack the essential elements of genuine sermons. They are rather 
a series of essays. Only in three or four brief passages do we find any 



